Thank you for coming and helping share the metal casting experience at the Sci Fest at Delta College on Friday, Sept. 32 or Saturday Sept. 24.  

There were 37 area schools that attended on Friday, with a total of 3665 students.  In the past four years this event has been held, it has impacted over 13,000 local students!  They also estimate there were several thousand additional attendees on the open to the public day Saturday this year!  They had over 120 hands on demonstrations at this year's event!  

I know that on Saturday we had 280+ casters this year (from name cards collected) as compared to 120 last year.  That is at least 50 participants an hour!

We changed locations from M wing to C wing.  On Friday the busses came in near the M wing which is why we had large groups of 50-60 youth at a time for the last few years.  This year we were at the opposite end of the activities in the C wing.  This meant smaller groups on Friday, but more participants on Saturday (we think).  The C110 lab allowed us a great U shape layout with plenty of room.  Having a static display with volunteers extolling the metal casting experience out in the cross hallway, helped to bring the youth to our activity.   

It was great to have 14 volunteers for Friday, as it provided many opportunities for the kids to see molds being made, help make the molds and see castings poured and finished.  I am very grateful for the volunteers who returned to work the second day as well!  We had 13 volunteers for most of the event on Saturday and we were all bustling most of the time.

On Saturday all the youth and adults expressed great pleasure to be able to make and keep their own castings.  On Friday many youth helped make the molds, but we asked them to come back on Saturday so they could keep what they made.  The new location of C110 (at the far end of most activities might have been the reason we were busy all the time, but usually we had much smaller groups than the previous years (20 at a time compared to groups of 50 the previous years).

Lessons learned from this event:
C110 provided a large room with good space and layout and tables
Had room for introduction away from the molding stations
Being at the far end of all other activities meant youth were tired and ready to be done with it all
Same location and smaller crowds and enough volunteers on Friday would allow hands on for youth to make and keep their casting (provided we can get the tin donated)
Youth on Friday want to keep the castings they helped make
Need a minimum of 15 volunteers for Friday, if doing hands on molding for 20 youth at a time
Need a minimum of 15 volunteers for the entire day on Saturday
Have good handouts with explanation of AFS SVC FIB activity outreach to schools and groups
Need something to cover the black tabletops next year (eliminate scratches)
Need to put the tables back where they were before we set up and get broom to sweep up sand

If you have other lessons learned suggestions or comments, please let me know.

Thank you,
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