BY-LAWS OF THE SAGINAW VALLEY CHAPTER
AMERICAN FOUNDRY SOCIETY
(As Adopted October 3, 1946; revised 2002, May 20, 2013)

ARTICLE I – Name and Object
Section 1 -- This Organization shall be known as the Saginaw Valley Chapter of the American Foundry Society.

Section 2 -- The Objects of the Chapter shall be those of the American Foundry Society as stated in its articles of incorporation.
ARTICLE II – Territory
The approved territory of this Chapter shall be as registered at the National Office of the Society.
ARTICLE III – Membership and Dues
Section 1 -- The American Foundry Society members of all classes, residing in the prescribed territory of this Chapter, shall be eligible for membership with equal privileges in accordance with the national by-laws of the American Foundry Society.

Section 2 -- Annual dues for membership shall be as provided in the by-laws and regulations of the American Foundry Society.

Section 3 -- All member dues shall be paid to the order of the American Foundry Society, and shall become payable when invoiced in accordance with the Society’s regulations.

ARTICLE IV – Financing

Section 1 -- In addition to the dues refund as provided for in the by-laws of the Society, the Board of Directors may and shall, when it is deemed necessary, make provision for raising additional funds.  They may also receive contributions or bequests and shall have entire control of all funds raised or received.

Section 2 -- The Board of Directors of the Chapter shall have authority to raise and disperse funds for special purposes.  It shall be understood, however, that contributions to any special funds shall be voluntary and that failure to contribute shall not deprive any member of the Society of Chapter privileges.

Section 3 -- No part of the income or property of this Chapter shall inure to the benefit of any individual and in the event of dissolution of the Chapter, all assets thereof shall become the property of the National American Foundry Society, as the Board of Directors of the Chapter shall determine can best carry out the stated object of the Chapter.

Section 4 -- A Finance committee shall be established (if necessary) to give recommendations to the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer on investments or other financial advice.  
ARTICLE V – Officers and Directors
Section 1 -- Officers of the Chapter shall consist of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer, each elected annually from and by the membership for a term of one year.  

Section 2 -- The Board of Directors shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, immediate Past Chairman, up to nine other members of the Chapter (elected as Directors as specified in this Article), and Committee Chairman as specified in Article XII,  appointed from the membership.

Section 3 -- All directors shall be elected by and from the membership for terms of three years, except for the last retiring Chairman who shall serve as a director for one year immediately following his term as Chairman. The rotation of directors having three year tenure in office shall be to the end that three vacancies to be filled by election shall occur on the Board annually.

Section 4 -- A majority (51%) of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at a Board meeting.

ARTICLE VI – Filling Vacancies
Section 1 -- In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of the Chairman between annual business meetings, the Vice-Chairman shall become Chairman.

Section 2 -- In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of the Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, or Board of Directors, the Board of Directors shall elect a successor to serve such unexpired term.

ARTICLE VII – Duties of Officers
Section 1 -- Chairman:  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and at all regular and special meetings of the Chapter when proceedings are of a business nature, and shall be the executive officer.

He shall, with the approval of the Board of Directors, appoint standing and special committee chairman.  The committee chairman, in conjunction with the Chapter Chairman, shall appoint the remaining personnel of the committee.  The Chapter Chairman shall be a member ex-officio of all committees excepting the Nominating committee.

He shall submit, at the annual business meeting, a report reviewing activities of the chapter and recommending future activities and shall request the presentation and submission of reports by the other officers and committee chairmen, including the Treasurer showing receipts and disbursements for the year.  

Section 2 -- Vice-Chairman:  The Vice-Chairman shall fulfill the duties of the Chairman when the latter for any reason is unable to act in his capacity as Chapter Chairman.

Section 3 -- Secretary:  The Secretary shall be the custodian of the permanent records of the Chapter, and shall keep a correct journal of its proceedings, shall prepare the minutes of all Board meetings and all regular and special meetings of the Chapter, maintain a correct list of members and prepare notices, at least one week in advance, for all members of all Chapter meetings.  At the expiration of the term of office, shall transfer possession to the successor all records, papers and other property of the Chapter.  The Secretary shall be ex-officio member of all standing and special committees except the Nominating committee.

Section 4 -- Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall be bonded by the Chapter upon taking office and shall have charge of all funds of the Chapter and shall disperse such funds as determined by the Board of Directors and shall keep the accounts in books belonging to the Chapter, which at all times shall be open to inspection by the Board of Directors.  The Treasurer shall deposit all Chapter funds in the name of the Chapter, in a bank or trust company approved by the Board of Directors and shall be empowered to invest and reinvest Chapter funds only as directed by the Board.  The Treasurer shall provide the Chairman with a written report of receipts and disbursements whenever required, and at the end of the year for presentation at the annual business meeting.  A copy of this report shall be forwarded to the National Office of the Society.  The Treasurer shall be open to inspection by the Board of Directors, which shall be audited annually and before the end of the fiscal year.  The Treasurer shall be ex-officio member of all standing and special committees except the Nominating committee.
Section 5 -- The Treasurer, at the expiration of the term of office, shall transfer possession to the successor all funds, records, papers and other property of the Chapter.  All Chapter officers empowered to disburse Chapter funds shall give surety bonds in amounts fixed by the Board of Directors, premiums on such bonds to be paid by the Chapter.

Section 6 -- The Assistant Treasurer, shall assist the Treasurer as necessary and be bound by all the same rules as stated above for the Treasurer.

ARTICLE VIII
 – Board of Directors
Section 1 -- The control of the Chapter shall be vested in the Board of Directors, who shall approve all expenditures and manage the affairs of the Chapter as may best promote the interests of the membership in accordance with the foundational objects of the Society.   A quorum of the Board of Directors is defined in Article V, Section 4.

Section 2 -- The financial books of the Chapter shall be audited annually at the close of the fiscal year, in such manner as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors.  The fiscal year of the Chapter shall begin August 1 and end July 31.

ARTICLE IX – Meetings of Board of Directors
Section 1 -- The Board of Directors shall meet at the call of the Chairman or at the call of three members of the Board, at a time and place designated by the Chairman.  A quorum of the Board of Directors is defined in Article V, Section 4.

Section 2 -- At least three meetings shall be held during the year at times other than on the date of the regular Chapter meetings.

Section 3 -- An annual meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held within 60 days following the close of the fiscal year for approval of the annual audit of Chapter finances, and to approve the budgets for the new fiscal year.

ARTICLE X – Meetings of the Chapter
Section 1 -- Regular meetings of the Chapter shall be held from October to March, inclusive, at a time and place designated by the Board of Directors.  Members shall receive at least seven days notice (received-not mailed-seven days prior to the meeting) in writing, of any regular or special meetings of the Society.

Section 2 -- The annual business meeting of the Chapter shall be the last regular meeting preceding July 31.  The annual business meeting should never be held at an “annual outing”.

ARTICLE XI– Budget
Section 1 -- The Board of Directors shall establish a yearly budget of the Chapter.  
ARTICLE XII – Committees
Section 1 -- Standing or Special committees, or their Chairman, shall be appointed annually by the Chapter Chairman, subject to approval by the Board of Directors.  Such committees shall include (as needed) Membership, Yearbook, Program, Education, Finance, Arrangements, Nominating, Government and Environmental Liaison, Technical Liaison, Golf Outing, Dinner-Dance, Webmaster, Nominating, and Scholarship.

ARTICLE XIII– Nomination and Election of Officers

Section 1 -- A Nominating committee of the five most recent Past Chairman (when physically possible), shall meet and present to the members for nomination at the the next to last dinner meeting, the names of candidates for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer to serve for one year; and for the Board of Directors in accordance with the provisions of Article V.

Section 2 -- Additional nominations may be made in writing in the form of a petition signed by at least 15 percent of the Chapter membership in good standing, and may be filed with the Secretary provided such nominee shall have consented to serve in the office for which he is nominated, at least 15 days prior to the last regular dinner meeting. Names of all final nominees shall be announced at the last regular dinner meeting.

Section 3 -- If additional nominations are received for any office, as prescribed, then the elections shall be by secret ballot at the last regular dinner meeting.  Only paid up membership shall be entitled to vote and the Secretary shall furnish qualified lists of the voters to the election committee.  Ballots then shall be distributed and counted by an election committee of three members present (neither officers, directors or members of the Nominating committee), appointed by the presiding Chairman. 
Section 4 -- In the event no additional names are placed in nomination by petition as prescribed, nominations shall be declared closed and the Secretary shall, at the last regular dinner meeting, cast a unanimous ballot of the membership for election of those candidates named by the Nominating Committee.

Section 5 -- These newly-elected officers and directors shall assume the duties of their offices at the beginning of the next fiscal year, and shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified.

Section 6 -- It shall be the policy of this Chapter that the Nominating Committee shall contain the five most recent Past Chairmen or other Past Chairmen available and able to serve the committee.  The Nominating Committee shall nominate a candidate for each vacant office and directorship, being guided in these nominations by recommendations from the membership and giving due consideration to the proper representation of each branch of the industry of the Board of Directors, and to their geographical distribution.

ARTICLE XIV– Amendments
Section 1 -- These by-laws may be amended by a three fourths vote of the quorum of the Board of Directors at a regular Board meeting.

ARTICLE XV – Limitations
Section 1 -- The By-Laws, amendments thereto, and official actions of the Chapter shall not conflict with any provisions governing Chapters in the By-Laws of the American Foundry Society.

Section 2 -- No action or obligation of the Chapter shall be considered an action or obligation of the American Foundry Society.

ARTICLE XVI – Impeachment
Section 1 -- Any officer or director failing, for any reason, to fulfill his prescribed duties may be removed from office by a three-fourths vote of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE XVII – Parliamentary Rules
Section 1 -- Robert’s Parliamentary Rules of Order shall be recognized as authority by this Chapter and shall govern the deliberations in all cases not covered by these By-Laws.
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