
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Date: Thursday February 5, 2026 
 

Location: Zehnders of Frankenmuth – Towne Hall downstairs 
 

Meal: Meal: Super Bar Buffet – Chicken, Roast Beef, Shrimp 
 

Tickets: $45.00 – NEW PRICE 

 

SCHEDULE: 

6:00 PM - Social Hour 
6:45 PM – Dinner 
7:45 PM - Business Meeting 
8:00 PM - Program 

  

  

The Forgotten Iron King of the Great Lakes 
  

Speaker: MICHAEL NAGLE, Author and Professor 
  

  

 

Michael W. Nagle, Author and Professor of history and political science at West 
Shore Community College in Scottville, Michigan will present on Eber Brock Ward: 
Michigan’s Forgotten Iron King.  Eber Brock Ward began his career as a cabin boy 
on Great Lakes sailing vessels, but when he died in 1875, he was the richest man in 
Michigan. His business empire was vast in the steamboat, railroad, lumber, mining, 
and iron and steel industries. Learn about his complicated legacy as both a business 
leader and a man dealing with scandals, family squabbles, and union conflicts. 

Michael W. Nagle holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in education and a Master of Arts 
degree in history from Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington.  
He teaches history and political science at West Shore Community College in 
Scottville, Michigan.  Nagle is an award-winning teacher and noted speaker covering 
a range of topics in American history, Michigan history, and student success and 
retention in the online classroom.  His most recent book, The Forgotten Iron King, 
Eber Brock Ward, 1811-1875, published by Wayne State University Press in 2022, 
won the State History Award from the Historical Society of Michigan.  Nagle lives in 
Ludington, Michigan." 

 

 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sue Manyen  989-906-5061 or smanyen@comcast.net    Jill Adcock, GMPT  989-245-6586 

 
 
 

The AFS 2025-2026 Program will be posted to the website.  Mark your calendars. 

Thursday, March 5, 2026 Jerry Klooster (EJ) speaking on Industry 4.0 for the Foundry 

Saturday, June 6, 2026  Golf Outing 
 

The next AFS SVC Foundry in a Box events will be: 

Bay City Handy Middle School Wed -Thurs Feb.11 & 12 

Bay City Western Middle School Mon -Tues March 16 & 17 

Carrolton Elementary 5th graders Wednesday, March 25 

Clarkston Maker Faire   Sat., April 11 from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM  

Hemmeter Elem. SPARK Day Fri., April 24 from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
Contact smanyen@comcast.net if available to volunteer. 

American Foundry Society 

Saginaw Valley Chapter 
 www.saginawvalleyafs.com 

mailto:smanyen@comcast.net
mailto:smanyen@comcast.net


Thank you to our Sponsors for 2025-2026 Program Year! 
 

Sponsors for Dinners, Golf, FIB and Scholarships 

 

ATD Engineering & Machine 

Centennial Technologies 

EPIC Machine 

General Motors LLC – SMCO 

HA-International, LLC 

Schad Boiler Setting Company 

WGS Global Services 

Vibrotech 

 

Dinners Event Sponsors 

 

Micron Precision Machining, Inc 

Novis Works 

 

Golf Outing Sponsors 

MT Systems 

Novis Works 

 

FIB Tin Donation Sponsor 

Hickman, Williams & Company  
 

 

See the AFS Saginaw Valley Chapter web site for Chapter information, Foundry in a Box calendar, photos 

from prior events and links to our sponsors.at www.saginawvalleyafs.com. 

http://www.saginawvalleyafs.com/

